Chapter 10

Sanctuary

Men shrinR less from
offending one who
inspires love than one
who 1nspires fear
Nicolo Machiavelli



¥’ Madame de Boufflers




I remember Madame de Pompadour once saying to me, ‘How do you
manage to stay so calm and unflustered? You really are an inspiration’.
The occasion was a performance of Hyppolyte at Fontainebleau and the
Swedish ambassador, who was seated beside me, several times made
derogatory comments about how the standard of French opera was not
as it had been. I displayed not a trace of discomfort at his remarks but
merely smiled. Madame and I had known each other only a short time
but very quickly I was able to make her feel at ease in my company. It is
a source of some not inconsiderable pride that the king’s chief mistress
counts me among her circle of friends.

It takes a particular kind of person to obtain a position of trust with
someone of such quality as Madame de Pompadour. To move in royal
circles, one must possess breeding, education and good taste. One must
not be a bore but, at the same time, one must be careful not to shine so
brightly as to appear wantonly attracting attention that is more
appropriately the reserve of those who are one’s superiors, at least
socially speaking. And that is as it should be. If the eye of a person of
distinction should fall upon you then, of course. you have no option but
to yield to their interest. Your own motivation, however, must be
entirely above suspicion. Take Mademoiselle O’Morphy, for instance.
Here was a young girl of low birth, whose sister was a common
prostitute, but who had the great good fortune to find favour with the
king; and I dare say that she offered his majesty some passable
amusement. Unfortunately, her vanity encouraged her to try to rise
above her place and as a consequence she was suspected of attempting
to supplant the king’s chief mistress in his majesty’s affections.
Immediately she was banished from the court.
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EVERYTHING
IS AT HAND

THE LE TTERS wHICH YOuU
HAVE WRITTEN DESCRIBING YOUR
TRAVELS IN VENICE., ROME AND

FLORENCE ARE WITH YOURL
GRANDFATHER?

'{1

[

| GAVE THEM
TO HIM THIS

MORNING

AND YOu REMEMBER
YOUR PROMISE...

... TO BRING ON
TO ME DIRECTLY ANY
LETTERS WHICH ARRIVE
HERE FoR ME




o, ‘?.; : -I 1) 7 ) —
itff*f.«;’;fér . ; W@fﬁf

f AT /,

i

- o
roiln /
= 1l e 7
. it
:

1 TO ITALY

Al
¥

| : 3 af
)y . =
Z X > S :
1. ,- : .ﬁ.‘_,
< e : ek
- x "-‘ {
% : R

3
< -

v/ ‘ 1
17 |
,!/ TELL ME GUILLAIME,
| WHEN DID You RECEIVE
Z\  THIS LETTER?

7

e —

STRIKE YOu As ODD?

/l T'_‘ 1

| HAVE IT
SERVANT EMPLOYED

THE NEWS To
WHICH SHE

OR THAT SHE.

30
TR
) rsToBEoME
i A ROYAL
'4 MISTRESS
il P~ % :
7 ' i
HE / ¥ 7 - ‘ ‘{‘
i‘g j’:{l. : ;
EhE , |
J A ‘;;“,l JJ '
4 J f,f:‘
L?.‘.' }, / i
if » :
. s

PERHARS

THAT 1S
A\ THE NEWS

| TAKE IT SHE

HADN'T ALREADY
ToLD You




/ —
WHICH WOULD ALSO h
EXPLAIN WHY SHE HAS
GONE ABROAD

YOU UNDERSTAND THE

SERIOUSNESS OF THIS,
IT WouLD TIE
To FiNisSH HER \ , THINGS TOGETHER

EDUCATION AND MAKE = QUITE NEATLY THE URGENCY IT GIVES

HER MORE SUITABLE WOULDN'T IT? TO OUR. ENTERPRISE.

FOR THE COURT — =

THE
GRANDDAUGHTER OF
PARIS-DUVERNEY HAVING

THE EAR OF THE KING

THE VERY MAN W

’YOu CANNOT ALLOW
15 CONSPIRING

, 7| k7 BuT How
THIS TO HAPPEN, | | EL CAN 1 DO
A GUILLAIME : 4 B

:’-

| HAVE AN
APPOINTMENT

PRI

1 SHE WISHES You S
A TO WRITE TOHER /2

WALK WITH ME

A LITTLE j :

T )

ELSE ABOUT THE (v @i ” BUT THERE |5
LETTER THAT ; = ‘ SOME THING ABOUT
INTERESTS ME /2 « HER PLEADYOU...




...HER DESPERATION..,

... WHICH MAKES ME
WONDER. IF SHE HAS TRULY |\’
GONE ABROAD ’

DO YOU REMEMBE R,
WHAT SHE WROTE? ~
‘PLEASE DONOT LET MY
SUFFERING CONTINUE"

o

47

§

THEY DO NOT STRIKE ME \I
AS THE WORDS OF A WOMAN
WHO KNOWS THAT IT WOULD BE
IMPOSSIBLE FOR HER To
RECEINE ANY COMMUNICATION
FROM HER LOVER FoR
SOME TIME

| MAY, OF COURSE,
| [ BE WRONG BUT | SEE

'\ LITTLE TO LOSE FROM
/ YOU REPLYING TO HER

IF SHE HAS NOT GONE Y
ABROAD, THEN IN HER DESPAIR
SHE MAY REVEALTO You /.
WHERE. SHE 1S

IF SHE [SABROAD, ©
THEN WE WILL SIMPLY
HAVE TO WAIT |
UNTIL SHE RETURNS 4

EITHER WAY, IF You WRITE
~ TO HER IT CAN DO US No HARM

——

Lo TELL HER HOwW
YV DESPERATELY SORRY
=58 | YOU ARE FOR HAVING
NEGLECTED HER

A
7]
(&

-,

EVEN IF 1T MEANS
TRAVELLING TO




i ""t\\ \\\\“
. \l
A .\\\\\‘\

BUT WHY WOULD
SHE PRETEND
To BE ABROAD !

EXPRESS TO HER
YOUR UNDYING

'k?

. //ﬁ/ﬂ
“ .1—.1/.‘-‘.“ dandi A T L1 e .’.“-‘..«’...

WHY MIGHT ANY 0

WOMAN WANT To GO \&
INTO SECLUSION FoR
SEVERAL Momus?

. LETTER BEFORE
You SEND | T

HERE WE WILL
LEAVE EACH OTHER




